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January 28, 2011

U.S. House of Representatives








Alabama-5th, Republican
1641 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515-0105
Dear Representative Brooks:
As a member of the Social Studies Council of Alabama (SSCA) the leading professional organization for social studies educators in Alabama, I strongly urge you to help promote more rigorous social studies education in our state and across the United States.  I appreciate your efforts to improve education, however; the focus on reading and math has resulted in the neglect of a vital area of education:  social studies. 
Our nation and state’s educational mission is to promote student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access. Rigorous instruction in all areas of social studies is a key vehicle for achieving this mission. As you know, a democracy depends on an informed electorate. Unfortunately, our current generation of students is sadly lacking in civics, economics, geography, and history education. Given our country’s fiscal woes, and our goal of remaining globally competitive, there are few more important current needs than to educate our future leaders about how to deal with these challenges.
A recent survey conducted by the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS), the largest social studies education organization in the U.S., found that elementary teachers across the United States spend only 14 minutes per week on social studies. This is down from 28 minutes a day! Our children are not learning the foundational concepts, values, and skills necessary to participate in a democracy. Additionally, most secondary students take only one semester of civics and economics. Our youth are not learning the historic, geographic, civic, or economic concepts necessary for making personal financial decisions and understanding the complex nature of a globalized economy. Should this area of curriculum continue to be neglected, our students will be completely unprepared to make important choices as responsible citizens and will be at an increasing disadvantage versus the graduates of other countries’ educational systems. The upshot of such a short-sighted policy will be an erosion of our country’s global competitiveness.

Your voice in the U.S. House of Representatives plays a pivotal role in determining the scope and direction of our nation’s educational policy. Therefore, we urge you and your fellow representatives to promote
· social studies education as a top priority
· the inclusion of social studies in any national educational standards 
· the requirement for a meaningful social studies curriculum in any competition for  federal funding of education

Advocating these measures will enable graduating students from Alabama and throughout the United States to be more equally prepared to attend university, involved participants in our democracy, and capable of assuming U.S. and world leadership roles.




























Sincerely yours,[image: image1]
